REDISTRIBUTION OF COTTON INDUSTRY                 Sf
These changes have takeh place mostly in Bombay and Ah-
medabad. The city of Bombay has been trying to go fine but
Ahmedabad has gone finer sjill and is leading the whole of
Indian industry in this respect. From the point of progress
in quality Ahmedabad resembles what they call in Lancashire
the 'Egyptian Section of the Cotton Industry/ while, Bom-
bay, the 'American Section' of the British Cotton Industry.
This movement of the Bombay and Ahmedabad industry
is in the right direction. The superior cloth with less bulk
and more value can go long distances without adding appre-
ciably to its cost in the form of freight and can command an
India-wide market, leaving the regional markets in coarse
goods to the local mills in the interior in their respective areas,
The industry at Bombay is admirably located for this type
of production. Long-stapled cotton is required for spinning
finer counts. The medium and long-stapled cotton suitable
for this purpose is grown in India in the Punjab, M.P.,
Hyderabad, Gujerat, the Southern Maratha country, and
Madras. Of these cottons the varieties that are suitable for
spinning warp yarn of 30s to 36s are given in TABLE VII
overleaf.
Ahmedabad enjoys an advantage over Bombay in
Broach,24 and the South both over Bombay and Ahmedabad^
in respect of the Cambodia.25 But in the Hubli, the Dharwar
and other cottons grown in Southern Maratha country Bom-
bay scores over all these centres.26
A glance at the table given overleaf will show that purely
medium and fine goods. The immediate pre-war (1938-39) averages
for Bombay were 4.79 yards and 5.53 yards per Ib. in the case of grey
and'coloured goods respectively. The reason for decline in the percen-
tage of coloured goods from 36.4 to 28.2 per cent is also the same, al-
though, it may also be partly due to the increase in the production of
Dhoties as pointed out in the Report of the Bombay Textile Labour
Enquiry Committee (1937-38), on p. 14*
Eighty per cent of the cotton industry taken as a whole was pro-
ducing coarse cloth. The production of the fine goods may not be
more than 6 per cent of the total output* The war orders resulted
in mills going 'coarse* by an average of 23 per cent while the yarn
production as a whole has increased by 40 per cent in weight. In
Bombay city the production of yarn between 10s and 20s increas-
ed by 54 per cent and the production of cloth was believed to be coarser
by 34 per cent in 1942-43 than in 1937-38.
24 Ibid., p. 154.
25 Report of the Indian Tariff Board (1927), Vol. II, p, 134,
26 Report of the Indian Tariff Board (1927), Vol. I, p, 155.